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PREAMBLE

These bylaws acknowledge the leadership and assistance of the state and national associations in the fields of business education and career and technical education. The continued leadership of these associations can be maintained only through individual membership in, and support, of their respective programs by the members of this organization.

ARTICLE I—NAME
The name of this organization shall be the Pennsylvania Business Education Association.

(Herein referred to as the Association)

ARTICLE II—PURPOSE
The purpose of this organization shall be:

Section 1
To give members an organization in which to carry on a continuous study of problems relating to business education and a forum for presentation of new ideas.

Section 2
To develop a broader understanding of the general principles of learning and education.

Section 3
To study the relationship of business education to general education and to other areas of career and technical education.

Section 4
To work for the improvement of the administration and supervision of business education and improve the quality of instruction being offered in business education.

Section 5
To strive continuously to promote business education programs and to secure state and federal cooperation and financial support on a basis comparable to other career and technical programs.

Section 6
To encourage development and growth of youth organizations on the secondary and post-secondary levels.

Section 7
To maintain close and effective contacts with the business community.

Section 8
To promote public relations programs for business education.

Section 9
To encourage members to assume leadership roles in promoting business education programs at the local and state levels.

ARTICLE III—MEMBERSHIP
Membership in the organization shall be available in three classifications:
Section 1
Professional Memberships—Business educators or business persons interested in advancing the objectives of the Association.

Section 2
Student Memberships—Business students interested in advancing the objectives of the Association.

Section 3
Retiree Memberships—Retired business educators interested in advancing the objectives of the Association.

ARTICLE IV—OFFICERS
Section 1
The officers of the Association shall consist of a President, a President-Elect, a Vice President, a Secretary, a Treasurer, and an Immediate Past President.

Section 2
Officers in the Association shall be elected from professional members.

Section 3
The President, the President-Elect, and the Vice President shall be elected for a term of one year and shall not be re-elected to that particular office. The President, upon expiration of his/her term in office, shall become the Immediate Past President. The Secretary and the Treasurer shall be elected for a term of two years, in alternate years. 
Section 4
The President-Elect shall succeed to the office of the President upon completion of the President’s term of office. Should the President resign or become unable to complete the term of office for which he/she was elected, the President-Elect shall succeed to the office of President.

Section 5
The Vice President shall succeed to the office of President-Elect upon completion of the President-Elect’s term of office.

Section 6
Should any officer other than the President resign or is unable to complete the term of office for which he/she was elected, the Executive Board shall appoint a member from the professional membership list to complete the unexpired term.

ARTICLE V—EXECUTIVE BOARD
Section 1
The Executive Board shall consist of: the officers (President, President-Elect, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, Immediate Past President), Membership Chairperson, Historian/Scholarship & Awards Chairperson, Legislative Chairperson, Media Chairperson, and Four Regional Directors. The Supervisor of Business Education of the Pennsylvania Department of Education shall serve as an ex-officio member.

Section 2
The President shall be chairperson of the Executive Board.

Section 3
The President may call a meeting of the Executive Board when he/she deems it necessary and shall do so upon the written request of a majority of the executive board voting members.

Section 4
Chairpersons of standing committees shall be invited to attend Executive Board meetings at the discretion of the officers of the Association.

Section 5
The majority of the executive board must be in attendance to transact the business of the Association. 



ARTICLE VI—MEMBERSHIP CHAIRPERSON & 





REGIONAL DIRECTORS
The Membership Chairperson shall be elected for a term of four years. The four Regional 
Directors shall be elected for a term of two years and represent the regions spelled out in 
Appendix A of this Constitution. Regional Directors 1 & 3 will be elected in odd number 
years; Regional Directors 2 & 4 will be elected in even number years.  The directors shall 
reside or teach in one of the counties within the region they represent. 

ARTICLE VII—MEETINGS
Section 1
An annual conference of the Association shall be held at a time and place as determined by the Executive Board.

Section 2
A business meeting of the Association shall be held during the annual conference. The members in attendance shall constitute a quorum and shall transact the business of the Association.

Section 3
The Association may hold other general meetings, conferences, workshops, and seminars at times and places determined by the Executive Board.

ARTICLE VIII—COMMITTEES
Section 1
The following standing committees of the Association shall be appointed by the President: 
Legislative, Scholarship & Awards, and Conference.

Section 2
The Executive Board may establish ad hoc committees as required to further the objectives of the Association.

Section 3
The President-Elect shall serve as chairperson of the Conference.

Section 4
The purposes, functions, duties, number of members, and the term of existence of all committees shall be determined by the Executive Board. The President shall be an ex-officio member of all committees except the Nominating Committee.

ARTICLE IX—DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF 
PENNSYLVANIA BUSINESS EDUCATION LEADERS
All business of the Association shall be transacted in accordance with the Constitution 
and the operational manual, Duties and Responsibilities of Pennsylvania Business 
Education Association Leaders.

ARTICLE X—DUES
Section 1
The dues of professional and retired members may cover a single-year or three-year period from July 1 to June 30. The dues of student members shall cover a single-year period from July 1 to June 30.

Section 2
The annual dues of members shall be an amount determined by the Executive Board. Changes in dues for the following year will be announced at the annual business meeting of the Association.

ARTICLE XI—ELECTION
Section 1
The elected officers and other positions of this Association shall be a President, a President-Elect, a Vice President, a Secretary, a Treasurer, a Membership Chairperson, and four Regional Directors.

Section 2
The ad-hoc Nominating Committee shall consist of at least two Association Past Presidents.  The Chair of the Nominating Committee shall announce open positions 30 days prior to the annual conference.  Once nominations are closed, the Chair will develop a slate of candidates to present to the membership at the annual meeting.  Additional nominations for positions may be made from the floor at the annual business meeting.

Section 3
Election of officers and other positions shall be held during the business meeting at the annual conference of the Association.  All officers and other positions except the Treasurer shall assume their duties upon installation; the Treasurer shall assume office on January 1.
ARTICLE XII—AMENDMENTS
Section 1
Any proposed amendment to this constitution shall be submitted in writing to the Secretary. The proposed amendment shall be voted upon at the next annual business meeting of the Association.

Section 2
The proposed amendment shall outline comprehensively its significance to the organization and to each member.

Section 3 
Each member shall have access to a digital copy of the amendment 30 days prior to the annual business meeting and copies will be available to review at the time of registration.

Section 4
Two-thirds of the votes cast at the annual business meeting shall be required for passage of an amendment.

ARTICLE XIII—PROCEDURE
This Association shall be conducted according to Parliamentary Procedure as outlined in
Robert’s Rules of Order and enforced by a Parliamentarian appointed by the President.

ARTICLE XIV—PRIVACY POLICY
The President shall maintain the official roster of the Executive Board while the 
Membership Chair shall maintain the official roster of the PBEA general membership. 
The information gathered from each of those constituencies shall be for the use of the 
organization only and shall not be released to any third party outside the organization. If a 
PBEA member asks for the use of the Executive Board information, the request must be 
in writing to the President and must be approved by a majority vote of the Executive 
Board. Under no circumstance is the information of the general membership to be 
released.
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