EVALUATING INTERNET RESOURCES
Authority
Is it clear who developed and wrote the material and who maintains the page?


Yes/No

Can you confirm that the author or sponsor is a credible, authoritative source of information?
Yes/No

How? _______________________________________________________________________________

Are the author’s qualifications clearly stated?






Yes/No

Is information about the sponsoring organization available?




Yes/No

Can you contact the sponsor or author by phone or postal mail (real world address)?

Yes/No

Does the resource have a reputable organization or expert behind it?



Yes/No

What is the URL of the site?______________________________________________________________ 

Deconstruct the URL.___________________________________________________________________

Does the domain influence your evaluation of the site?_________________________________________

Do a search on the author’s name to do a quick background check.  Could you find information on the author?

Yes/No
List the name of the author and/or sponsoring organization______________________________________ 

Accuracy
Are the sources for factual information given so they can be verified?



Yes/No

Are there spelling errors?








Yes/No

Is the information biased in any way?







Yes/No

Does the site’s information seem thorough and well organized?




Yes/No

Does the information seem complete?  Consistent?





Yes/No

Is the information well-written and easy to understand?





Yes/No 

Does the site offer a list of further in-depth resources or links to such resources?


Yes/No

Has the site been reviewed by an online reviewing agency?




Yes/No

What agency?_________________________________________________________________________

Objectivity
Is the information factual or opinion?






    Fact/Opinion 

Is the page and the information included provided as a public service?



Yes/No

Is the site free of advertising?








Yes/No

If there is advertising on the page, is it clearly separated from the informational content?

Yes/No

Does the site offer more than one viewpoint?






Yes/No

Are there links to other or alternative viewpoints?





Yes/No

Does the information contradict something you found somewhere else?



Yes/No

Site Maintenance and Currency
Are there dates on the page to indicate the following:





Yes/No


When the page was written?_______________________________________________________


When the page was first placed on line?______________________________________________


When the page was last revised or edited?____________________________________________

Are there any other indicators that the material is updated frequently to ensure currency of the data?
Yes/No
Is the site complete or still under construction?



    Complete/Under Construction

What is the copyright status of material found on the site?_______________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Looking at all of the data you have collected above while evaluating the site, explain why this site is valid for your purpose.  Include the aspects of authenticity, authority, bias, and subject content. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

